Mandibular reconstruction using the titanium functionally dynamic bridging plate system: A retrospective study of 34 cases.
We sought to examine the use of the Titanium Functionally Dynamic Bridging Plate System (Howmedica Leibinger, Freiburg, Germany) for mandibular reconstruction after oncologic resection in 34 patients. A retrospective study of 34 patients who had mandibular reconstruction using the titanium dynamic bridging plate system for mandibular reconstruction after oncologic resection were evaluated. The indications and postoperative outcomes were studied. Our evaluation focuses on the tolerance and aesthetic and functional results of this system. The follow-up ranged from 1 to 4 years. At the end of the study, 18 of the 34 patients (53%) still had the plate in place. One plate fracture and 1 plate exposure requiring surgical management were found. Surgical results were satisfying, particularly when looking at healing delay or long-term tolerance. Aesthetic (79% rated the results as good or acceptable) and functional results of this reconstruction material were satisfying. This reconstruction system provides a solution for a safe and rapid mandibular reconstruction for patients with a poor prognosis or poor general condition. This method also preserves the possibility of secondary reconstruction.